CHAPTER   VIII
TRAINING AND REGISTRATION OF MENTAL NURSES

N the vexed question of the selection and training of mental nurses
the future development of the country's psychiatric services will
depend almost as much as upon the future equipment and quality of
psychiatrists. Indeed, the importance of this matter can hardly be
exaggerated. It has received, and is receiving, careful consideration
by the Athlone and Rushcliffe Committees respectively, which are
concerned with problems confronting the nursing profession.

There is general agreement that the status of the mental nurse
should be improved ; "that the conditions of mental should be raised
to the same level as those of general nursing ; that the position as tc
examinations should be clarified: and that the : double ? training
of mental nurses should be facilitated.

But these matters formed no part of the neurosis survey, and I
have nothing new to say on them. I can therefore do no more thai]
point to their urgency and recommend that, after appropriate con-
sideration by all the professional bodies and other organizations
concerned, new policies be adopted. If the matter cannot be examined
in its full context under the terms of reference of the Rushcliffe Com-
mittee (which is concerned with scales of payment for nurses), attentior
might be given to the recommendations, hitherto unpublished, of the
Athlone Committee.